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Transforming the 
lives of students 
today, tomorrow 

and beyond.

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
WWW.PGCPS.ORG

Discover the PGCPS strategic plan, 
Transformation 2026! 

Learn how you can support opportunities for 
Prince George’s County Public Schools students 

through the  Excellence in Education Foundation 
annual golf tournament and gala. 

5:30 PM - Networking Reception Sponsored by Heleny Cook

7:00 PM - Program, Live Auction, Dinner, and Awards Ceremony

9:30 PM - After Party
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Morgan Stanley is proud 
to support

Latin 
American 
Youth Center

© 2019 Morgan Stanley.
© Potomac Electric Power Company, 2023

Creating a Brighter 
Future for All 
At Pepco, we welcome and respect people with different 
perspectives, backgrounds, and traits because we know  
that diverse teams drive powerful outcomes. We take  
pride in our long history of inclusion and are committed  
to promoting change that leads to improved economic  
and social equity in our communities.

We are honored to support Latin American Youth Center  
and join in their commitment to making a difference in  
our communities.

pepco.com



Thanks to our Sponsors
As of April 14, 2023

Partner Sponsor
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Youth Benefactor Sponsor



Rick & Diana England

Youth Advocate Sponsors



Youth Promotor Sponsors

Lori Kaplan

Chris Hornig &
Nancy Garruba Antonio & Pamela 

Marquez

DavisPolk

Youth Leader Sponsors

Nancy Miranda

John & Meg Hauge

Tom Gallagher &
Barbara Myers



Amerigroup DC
Bayne Corporation

Brillando, LLC/Estrellitas Montessori School 
Carrie Markovitz and Jeff Prather

Clark Construction Group, LLC
DC Department of Parks and Recreation

The Excellence in Education Foundation for PGCPS, Inc.
Gelman, Rosenberg & Freedman, CPAs

Greater Washington Community Foundation
Jennifer Mauskapf Smalls

Kevin Dolan
Maggie Prieto & Mark Michael

Mizuho
Montgomery College

Patricia Arzuaga
Reinsch Pierce Family Foundation by Jennifer & Gerald Pierce, and  

Lola C. Reinsch 
Southern Management

The Honorable Eric Olson, Prince George’s County Council (District 3)
UnitedHealthCare

Friends of LAYC

Adam & Ellen Spiegel

Mary Zients

Neighbors Rising

© 2023 JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Advancing racial equity
At JPMorgan Chase we are committed to addressing some of  
the largest drivers of the racial wealth divide, working to 
provide greater economic opportunity for Latino, Hispanic and 
Black communities across the United States.

Visit jpmorganchase.com/racialequity to learn more.

We are proud to support the Latin American Youth Center.



Proud to Support Latin American Youth Center
RBC Capital Markets is pleased to sponsor the 2021 LAYC Gala. We salute Latin American Youth Center’s 
mission to empower low-income youth through multicultural and innovative programs that address 
their social, academic and career needs.

HNW_NRG_C_Inset_NoMask

rbccm.com

This advertisement is for informational purposes only. RBC Capital Markets is the global brand name for the capital markets business of Royal Bank of Canada and its affiliates, including RBC 
Capital Markets, LLC (member FINRA, NYSE and SIPC). ®/™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under license. © Copyright 2021. All rights reserved. CF_Ads_05.21

We are proud to support 
Latin American Youth Center 
and its 50+ years of service to 

the community.

www.gatesfoundation.org

Collaboration
It’s the best way to
make a difference

When people work together, great 
things can happen to change lives 
and help communities to thrive.

So we’re proud to be sponsoring
this year’s LAYC Virtual Gala.

Here’s to a great event.

© UBS 2023. All rights reserved.



What stands out to you among LAYC’s accomplishments from this past year?

I would say the ongoing adaptation to the changed world as a result of 
COVID-19 and other social changes. We have ensured that our youth and 
families continue receiving the services they need despite the challenges we all 
faced. The team has been remarkably adaptable, flexible and creative in order to 
make this happen.

One specific standout I’d like to mention: The Promotor Pathway research and 
the power of the model. The Pathway research is  illustrative of how serious 
LAYC is about learning from our own youth and teaching new generations 
lessons learned. It was powerful to hear alumni of eight-some years come back 
and speak about the impact of their program. You don’t often see such long-
term, tangible results.

From last year to this year, what have you seen as a specific example of our 
growth?

I would say the mental health services and supports that we have continued to 
offer amid the increased need in our youth population. This service has grown 
and we have gotten better at it, adapting to fit the situation but never faltering.

How do you see LAYC’s role in terms of rebuilding a sense of community in a 
post-COVID, socially-tense world?

Building community has been a part of LAYC’s DNA since day one; we have 
always sought to offer a safe space for youth and families to connect as a 
community. We have increased our focus on equity and making sure everyone 
feels like they have a place.

Returning to face to face programming is critical  for our work, and we have 
done  it safely and strategically. It feels like coming home.

Reflections from the Board

Betsy Brand, 

LAYC Board Chair

In an interview with Betsy, she shared 
highlights of the past year as LAYC continues 
to stand for our region’s underserved 
communities.

Betsy Brand, Chair

Can you build on the idea of emphasizing equity this past year?

From the very beginning LAYC has been about caring for individuals who are 
marginalized and/or feel alone. We have always offered services to kids who 
sometimes don’t have the opportunity to get these services anywhere else.

This past year there have been terrible pressures on LGBTQ youth, Black and 
brown communities, and the immigrant community. It is essential that these 
communities continue knowing that LAYC is there for them and always will be.

How do you feel the Board has stepped up in this past year?

We have continued to support in a financial role. The finance committee has 
worked closely with the CFO to ensure stability for the organization. The DEI 
(Diversity, Equity and Inclusion) committee on the board has been critical in 
identifying ways for the organization to enhance its inclusivity.

Can you identify one precise moment this year that made you proud to be 
associated with LAYC?

I was amazed at the end-of-year highlight video that showed all the events we 
put on. This was really impressive, and I had no idea how impactful this year was 
until I saw everything in one place.

Any message for the LAYC staff and team?

On behalf of the Board, we want to thank Lupi for her steady hand during trying 
times. She was an amazing leader before, but leading during the pandemic 
and guiding us through it, alongside her senior team and the entire staff, was 
nothing short of amazing.

What do you want to ask of the Gala attendees?

Give, give, GIVE - any way that you can, whether it be a donation, volunteering 
your time, or creating a partnership.”



Board of Directors

Members

Officers
Betsy Brand, Chair
Community Advocate

Yvonna R. Stevens, Vice Chair
International Youth Foundation 

Adam Spiegel, Treasurer
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Shari Thomas, Secretary
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BUILDING THRIVING 
COMMUNITIES, INSPIRED 
BY OUR PARTNER IN IMPACT:
LATIN AMERICAN YOUTH CENTER

See how we’re helping our communities thrive
capitalone.com/aboutat



I am so proud of all that we accomplished for our youth 
and community.  The standouts for us are about how 

our team stayed connected and maintained our program 
standards despite difficult decisions and program 

growth.  

We had to evolve a storied housing program into the 
Esperanza Program for unaccompanied children.  I’m 

excited to see our team train and prepare to greet the 
unaccompanied children through this program funded 
by the Office of Refugee Resettlement.  Our team will 

be ready with open arms.  

We also expanded our AmeriCorps program through 
an award from the US Corporation for National and 

Community Service.  As a result, LAYC can create 
more opportunities for young people to be part of the 

solution for public health challenges in our community. 
Previously, our AmeriCorps members focused on our 

out-of-school education programs in DC and Maryland.  
In the aftermath of COVID-19, as we responded and 

collaborated with government partners and local 
organizations on vaccines and health education, we 

applied to AmeriCorps’ national Public Health initiative 
to ensure we supported long-term recovery. This award 
is not only a testament to LAYC’s work in public health 

to date, but opens doors for our youth to become 
community health providers.

¡Bienvenidos!
A Chat with Lupi Quinteros-Grady, President & CEO

What stands out to you among LAYC’s accomplishments 
from this past year?

We want to continue building an organization of 
people who are inspired to serve and connected 
to the idea of rebuilding community.  We want 

an organization that looks like the people we 
serve.  We are on the ground working with the 

trust we have built with our youth, partners, and 
supporters. Thanks to earned community trust, 

we can build a transformative organization.

We need you to understand the work before us and to 
help us rise to the challenge.  In light of the workforce 

being affected by the pandemic, continue to help us 
attract bright, motivated people who understand the 

service gaps in our community and want to have a 
transformative impact on our youth.

It would be so encouraging if we could enrich the content 
of our summer programs by offering broader professional 

development opportunities and field trips. The summer 
is my favorite time of year and we strive to provide 

opportunities that help our young people stay engaged, 
make connections, and feel positive about their future. 

What is the role of the Gala attendees?

What are your biggest “wish list” items that donations 
would support?

What is LAYC’s role in rebuilding community 
moving forward?



It might seem basic, but thank you for showing up and 
being present for our young people, caring for them, and 

helping to create that magical space for youth. Do not 
lose sight of the impact that you have. You help lift the 

community and nurture in ways - seen and unseen.

Our work would be impossible without our partners: 
individuals, foundations, corporations, governments 

and nonprofits. It is impressive for any organization to 
remain standing through recent challenges and we are 
standing STRONG. The goodness and the belief of so 

many people is what keeps us going. Thank you so much 
for your support and showing up for our youth.

Anything you want to say to the LAYC staff?

Any closing thoughts?

During a GED (Graduate Equivalency Degree) 
ceremony for Montgomery County, I felt immeasurably 

proud when a parent told me they were overwhelmed 
to see their child obtain their diploma.  The parent 

was grateful for LAYC’s message that their child has 
limitless potential. The parents hadn’t heard that 

message about their child before. Community impact 
is often hard to measure, but this was a tangible, 

rewarding response that illustrates how we empower 
our youth and their families.

Can you describe one moment this year that made you 
proud to be the leader of LAYC? Thanks to

The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation
and Julie Jensen for your outstanding

dedication to supporting our youth and their
families.

-Lupi Quinteros-Grady



Tonight’s Emcee:

Vee Solomon is an attorney, budding 
author, wife, and a devoted full-time 
mother of two children, Wesley and 
Christopher Solomon. She has over 
a decade of legal experience in large 
law firms, non-profit associations, 
and corporate legal departments. 
She is devoted to charitable causes 
including the Chronic Illness 
Foundation of America, IDEALS 
Fund-a-Scholar, and the Salvation 
Army’s Grate Patrol. She also 
partners with several organizations 
aimed at helping chronically ill 
Americans thrive amidst long-term 
health challenges and rare diseases.

Mrs. Solomon grew up in the 
historic Capitol Hill neighborhood 
of Washington, DC, completing 
her primary education in parochial 
school and the District of Columbia 
Public School system. Throughout 
her childhood, she worked for her 
farmer-turned-entrepreneur father 
in a family-owned and -operated 

chain of cleaners and laundromats. 
She served in various capacities at 
the historic H Street locations in 
Washington, DC, until her family 
divested from the business during 
her high school years. Her dreams of 
becoming a lawyer and entrepreneur 
developed in high school during 
her work as an intern at the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
Office of the General Counsel’s 
Office. She is a magna cum laude 
graduate of the University of North 
Carolina and she earned her Juris 
Doctorate from The Catholic 
University of America Columbus 
School of Law, where she served as 
president of her 1L class and of her 
Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity.

Mrs. Solomon has served in 
numerous leadership positions 
involving domestic violence 
awareness and literacy, and shaping 
the minds and dreams of young 
people in DC. Most recently, she 
served as co-chair of the IDEALS 
Fund-a-Scholar campaign, raising 
funds for socio-economic access for 
deserving scholars at St. Patrick’s 
Episcopal Day School. Her passions 
lie in giving a voice to those 
facing illness and helping mentor 
youth in the areas of professional 
development, fiscal, and civil 
responsibility. She has been a tireless 
fundraiser and volunteer advocate 
for youth programs, including 
supporting LAYC’s food distribution 
efforts.

Vee Solomon

We’re in your corner.

Find us at aarp.org

People today can spend nearly half their lives over 
the age of 50. That’s a lot of living. So, it helps to have 
a wise friend and fierce defender like AARP in your 
corner and in your community so your money, health 
and happiness live as long as you do.

AARP offers tools and resources to help you 
achieve your goals and stay connected. 



Panel Facilitator:

Meet our Panelists!

Christian Rhodes
Christian Rhodes is the Deputy 
Executive Director of the William 
Julius Wilson Institute at Harlem 
Children’s Zone and one of the 
newest members of LAYC’s Board 
of Directors. Previously he was the 
Superintendent in Residence at 
BookNook, an e-learning provider on 
a mission “to ensure equitable access 
to rigorous and engaging instruction 
through technology innovation.” 
Prior to this role, Mr. Rhodes served 
as Senior Advisor to US Secretary of 
Education Miguel Cardona and Chief 
of Staff for the Office of Elementary 
and Secondary Education. Before 
serving at the US government level, 

Mr. Rhodes played a critical role in 
our region’s education system as 
Chief of Staff for Prince George’s 
County Public Schools. Other 
formative roles in Mr. Rhodes’s 
career include serving as a political 
organizer for the Maryland State 
Teachers Association, education 
advisor Office of the Prince George’s 
County Executive, and as a state 
affiliate of the National Education 
Association. Mr. Rhodes has a 
Masters of Public Administration 
from American University and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 
from University of North Carolina - 
Chapel Hill.

Calvin 
LAYC Youth Participant, Washington, DC

Carina 
LAYC Youth Participant, Prince George’s County

Kevin 
LAYC Youth Participant, Montgomery County

Ronald 
LAYC former Youth Participant and Staff member, Prince George’s County

Cheili 
LAYC former Youth Participant and Staff member, Washington, DC

Tia Scott 
Court Liaison Specialist, Montgomery County Public Schools



Tonight’s Honoree:

Julie Jensen grew up on a farm 
in Iowa, one of five siblings 
in a family committed to 
community involvement.  She 
has memories of her parents 
going to all the children’s games 
and volunteering regularly. Her 
parents were very influential on 
her philanthropy, teaching her 
that opening one’s eyes to see 
what others might need will 
allow one to find a solution and 

make the world better. In college 
she studied biology and ecology, 
before surprising everyone with 
her decision to go to law school.  
She finished her formal education 
with a Master of Law in taxation.

Following law school, Julie 
pursued a short-lived political 
career before transitioning 
back to law and continuing 
her volunteer work.  After 
the death of her husband, she 
returned to working in the family 
business: an opportunity to 
work closely with her family’s 
foundation and empower non-
profit organizations to deliver 
transformational results for their 
communities.

She became involved with 
LAYC in 1998, and still loves 
working with everyone there.  
Beyond LAYC, she has worked 
with Youth Radio Media, Youth 
Communications, Washington 

Julie Jensen

Arlene Kogod Philanthropic Legacy Award 
Presented annually to selfless individuals whose 

commitment to improving the lives of young people 
never falters.

“During my transition, 
I was grateful to have 

people like Julie Jensen to 
believe in my leadership 

and vision of the 
organization”

- Lupi Quinteros-Grady

Area Women’s Foundation and the 
Campaign for Youth Justice.

Julie understands the inequities 
that persist for our youth and 
families and understands the 
impact of her support. Whether 
it be accessing food, earning their 
GED, participating in arts and 
media classes, or receiving wrap-
around services, our youth and 
families have received enthusiastic 
support from Julie Jensen. During 
the pandemic, Julie attended 
several online youth celebrations 
and engaged with our young 
people to celebrate their hard-
earned achievements. 

Tonight we honor and recognize 
Julie Jensen with the Arlene Kogod 
Philanthropic Legacy Award. This 
award, established last year and 
given to namesake Arlene Kogod, 
recognizes selfless individuals 
who are committed to improving 
the lives of youth in our nation’s 
Capital. 

Julie’s support over the years has 
laid the foundation and provided 
infrastructure support for us to 
rebuild our communities.

Thank you Julie for all your support 
throughout many years!

Thank you Julie Jensen,
for your decades of
support for LAYC!

Maggie Prieto and Mark Michael-



The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz 
Foundation is a shining example 
of the power of philanthropy 
to create positive change in our 
communities. For over 70 years, 
the Cafritz Foundation has been a 
beacon of hope for young people 
and their families throughout the 
DC-metropolitan area.

Founded in 1948 by Morris Cafritz 
and his wife Gwendolyn, the 
Foundation has always been guided 
by a deep commitment to improving 
the quality of life for residents of 
the Washington, DC area. From its 
earliest days, the Foundation has 
focused on supporting nonprofit 
organizations working on the 
front lines to address critical social 
issues, such as affordable housing, 
education, and health care. 

Calvin Cafritz became the 
Foundation’s Chair in 1989 and 
served as President and CEO of the 
Foundation from 1993 until 2022, 
when he stepped into the Emeritus 
role. Since Mr. Cafritz’s leadership 
began, the Foundation has awarded 
more than $454 million to 10,433 
projects to uplift our communities. 
Jane Cafritz currently serves as 
Chair, President and CEO of the 
Foundation.

Through its tireless work, The Morris 
and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation 

has become a trusted partner and 
ally to countless organizations in our 
region. For LAYC, this partnership 
has empowered and sustained our 
critical efforts to prepare our young 
people to successfully transition into 
adulthood. The Cafritz Foundation 
has always been willing to support 
innovative, never-before-done 
projects that pave the way for 
transformative new opportunities for 
our youth. Their steadfast vision has 
successfully realized pivotal projects 
for LAYC, such as the Bard College 
credit program and the support of 
the Kaplan Building. 

From their earliest electronic 
records from 1970, the Foundation 
has awarded more than $507 
million dollars in grants;  in the 
last 10 years, the Foundation has 
awarded $194 million to more than 
985 organizations in the areas 
of community services, arts and 
humanities, education, health, 
and environmental conservation 
and care.  Today, The Morris and 
Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation 
continues to be a force for good in 
our communities and beyond. Their 
unwavering commitment to social 
justice and equity is an inspiration to 
us all, and a reminder that, through 
philanthropy and collective action, 
we can build a brighter and more 
just future for all.

Tonight’s Honoree:
The Morris and Gwendolyn  

Cafritz Foundation
“You’ve been a foundation we 

can count on, that understands 

the needs of the community and 

the challenges that nonprofits 

face. You value nonprofits as 

the experts and are willing to 

be flexible with your funding. 

You have and will continue to be 

ahead of your time.”

- Lupi Quinteros-Grady

is proud to is proud to 

sponsor thesponsor the

L AT I N
AMERICAN
youth center

Gala

Congratulations 
LAYC!

www.amerigroup.com



As a leading global provider of financial  
services, SMBC is a proud sponsor of Latin 

American Youth Center and applauds its  
dedication to providing support for young 

adults and their families. 

smbcgroup.com

© 2023 SMBC Group. All rights reserved.

Wells Fargo Corporate & Investment Banking (CIB) and Wells Fargo Securities (WFS) are the trade names 
used for the corporate banking, capital markets, and investment banking services of Wells Fargo & 
Company and its subsidiaries, including but not limited to Wells Fargo Securities, LLC, member of NYSE, 
FINRA, NFA, and SIPC, Wells Fargo Prime Services, LLC, member of FINRA, NFA and SIPC, and Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A., member NFA and swap dealer registered with the CFTC and security-based swap dealer 
registered with the SEC, member FDIC.  Wells Fargo Securities, LLC and Wells Fargo Prime Services, LLC, 
are distinct entities from affiliated banks and thrifts.

© 2023 Wells Fargo & Company. All rights reserved. 3893049

Finding a purposeful way to assist one another, turning 
belief into action, and working toward shared goals — 
these are the driving forces that lift up humanity and 
make a difference, one person at a time. 

Wells Fargo is a proud sponsor of the LAYC – Investing in 
Our Youth and Their Futures Gala

Celebrating an 
organization that 
makes a difference



LATIN AMERICAN 
YOUTH CENTER
PROUD SPONSOR.

EagleBankCorp.com
301.986.1800   MD | DC | VA

ANTONIO “TONY” MARQUEZ
Senior EVP, President of Commercial Banking

     Thank you LAYC 

for all the great work 

you do!  

- A D A M  &  E L L E N  S P I E G E L

Anacostia High School
Ballou High School

Bancroft Elementary School
Benjamin Banneker Academic High School 

Brightwood Education Campus
Cardozo Education Campus

Columbia Heights Educational Campus
Jackson-Reed High School

Kramer Middle School
MacFarland Middle School
Paul Public Charter School
Powell Elementary School

Takoma Education Campus
Washington Global Public Charter School

Ida B. Wells Middle School
YouthBuild Public Charter School 

LAYC District of Columbia School Partners

LAYC/MMYC Prince George’s County School Partners

Andrew Jackson Academy
Annapolis Road Elementary School 

Bladensburg High School
Buck Lodge Middle School

Calverton Elementary School
Dwight D. Eisenhower Middle School

Eleanor Roosevelt High School
Isaac J. Gourdine Middle School

High Point High School
Hyattsville Middle School

International Student Admissions and Enrollment Office (ISAEO) 
Nicholas Orem Middle School

Oxon Hill High School
Parkdale High School

Port Towns Elementary School
Potomac High School

Ridgecrest Elementary School
Riverdale Elementary School

Springhill Lake Elementary School
Suitland High School

Thurgood Marshall Middle School
William Wirt Middle School



is proud to support the
Latin American Youth Center

Dev Technology is committed to helping the government solve its most 
challenging problems through innovative technology solutions.

www.devtechnology.com

Congratulations to the 2023 honorees!

Developing Solutions
to build a brighter future for children, 

youth, families and communities

w w w. a e c f.o r g



DC DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Congratulations
Latin American 
Youth Center 

on another outstanding 
year serving 

District residents. 
We appreciate your 

partnership. 

Director Delano Hunter 
and the DPR Staff

orrick.com

         IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

LATIN AMERICAN 
YOUTH CENTER 
We applaud your commitment to 
transforming lives in our communities.

NFP 
is proud to support

PROPERTY AND CASUALTY | BENEFITS & LIFE  WEALTH & RETIREMENT | PERSONAL INSURANCE

NFP.com

Latin American
Youth Center

Gala 2023



S I N C E  1 9 8 8 ,  B E T A H  A S S O C I A T E S  H A S  C O L L A B O R A T E D  W I T H  C L I E N T S  T O  A M P L I F Y  M I S S I O N S ,
R E S O L V E  C H A L L E N G E S ,  A N D  E N G A G E  C O M M U N I T I E S .  P O W E R E D  B Y  D E C A D E S  O F  E X P E R I E N C E ,

W E  C R E A T E  M E S S A G E S ,  P R O G R A M S ,  A N D  E V E N T S  T H A T  M A T T E R .

1 9 9  E .  M O N T G O M E R Y  A V E N U E ,  S U I T E  1 0 0 ,  R O C K V I L L E ,  M D  2 0 8 5 0  

T E L E P H O N E :  3 0 1 - 6 5 7 - 4 2 5 4  

W W W . B E T A H . C O M

Proudly Building
Better Communities
Through both dollar and deed, Clark 
Construction aims to make lasting 
improvements to the communities in which 
we live and work. We are proud to support 
Latin American Youth Center. Best wishes for 
this year’s LAYC Gala!



LAYC Sites

Food Delivered to a Youth

School Partners

LAYC’s Impact 
throughout the 
Capital Region

1,380 families helped 
through our holiday food 

distribution efforts 

38 school partners 
throughout the region 



davispolk.com

©2023 Davis Polk & Wardwell llp

We are proud to support  
Latin American Youth Center 
and its impactful work 
bettering the lives of young 
people and their families.

www.pnc.com

©2023 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC

CON PDF 1221-018-1951005

At PNC, we’re proud to celebrate Latin American Youth Center for making our 
community an even better place to be. Thank you for all you’ve done and all 
that we know you plan to do.

Celebrating those who serve 
the community we share.

The strongest 
connection is 
the one among 
all of us. 



youth received counseling,
HIV/STI tests, linkages and
referrals.

youth served by LAYC’s mental
health programs 

903
youth were served through the
after-school programs, community
schools, and higher education
access programs 

Housing

youth served by
the LAYC housing
programs in DC

youth were provided risk
reduction counseling and
referrals.

of youth exited a residential
housing program to a safe
and stable location 

499

407 

293

82% 

Community Wellness

88%

Education

Social Services

of youth improved their math  grade
or maintained at least a C average

82% 

of youth assessed showed an
improvement in mental health
symptoms and an increase in coping
skills 

407 

October 1, 2021 - September 30, 2022 
4,429 youth were served by our multiple programs. 

 
LAYC Staff provided 17,883 case management services

members served across DC and
Prince George’s County 

 

903
youth were served by
LAYC/MMYC’s programs in Prince
George’s County 

youth were served by the Teen
Center programs 

of youth served gained knowledge
of technology or media, including
technical skills 

Montgomery
County

youth were served by
LAYC/MMYC’s programs in
Montgomery County 

of youth obtained at least one
certification 

356

35

46%

AmeriCorps Teen Center

Prince George's
County

of youth improved their English grade
or maintained at least a C average 

77%

Promotor Pathway

youth served across 11
schools and community

based sites 

of youth demonstrated
good or improved school

attendance 

80%355

191

71%



Gender

Age

Race/Ethnicity

Area of Residence

Male

Latino

District of Columbia

10-14 y/o

Female

African-American

Prince George's County

15-18 y/o

Non-binary

54%

34%

54%

46%

Other

Montgomery County

19-24 y/o

Who We Serve



Congratulations to Julie Jensen
and the Cafritz Foundation.

Their generosity has
contributed to LAYC’s success

for many years.

Lori Kaplan-

Tom Gallagher and Barbara Myers
are proud to support LAYC and its

inspiring work.

Congratulations to this year's
honorees Julie Jensen and 

The Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz
Foundation

THANK YOU!
I am so pleased to receive this award

established in honor of Arlene Kogod from
LAYC, an organization that means so much

to me. The Center’s work makes a
tremendous difference in the lives of
thousand of youth and families in the

Washington region.

Julie Jensen, The Jenesis Group



SOUTHERN MANAGEMENT
IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF

THE LATIN AMERICAN
YOUTH CENTER GALA.

SouthernManagement.com

Mizuho Americas is  
proud to support  
Latin American Youth 
Center’s 2023 Gala

mizuhoamericas.com
© 2023 Mizuho Financial Group. All rights reserved.

Committed to a 
brighter future
Barclays is proud to take part  
in the LAYC Gala 2023. 

La puerta esta abierta.
We are proud to support LAYC in their 

efforts to keep the door to education open 
and to support academic achievement for 

all low-income youths.

mayerbrown.comAmericas | Asia | Europe | Middle East



Ramirez is a nationwide, full-service investment bank,
brokerage and advisory firm serving the needs of
thousands of individual investors, business owners
and top institutional investors, corporations and
government agencies in the U.S. Since 1971, our
mission has been to help clients succeed by
executing with integrity, experience, teamwork and
performance.

Samuel A. Ramirez & Co., Inc. is proud to support
Latin American Youth Center on another outstanding
year in leadership, educational programs and
services.

www.ramirezco .com   |    info@ramirezco .com

LAyc

Get Connected oce.umd.edu

Making an impact in 
College Park & beyond

Thank you for
55 years
of dedication to 
our local youth & 
families.



Insurance coverage provided by or through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or its affiliates. Administrative services 
provided by United HealthCare Services, Inc. or their affiliates. Health Plan coverage provided by or through UnitedHealthcare 
of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc.

B2B   EI232230578.0   3/23   © 2023 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

UnitedHealthcare proudly supports the Latin American Youth Center and is 
committed to empowering the youth in the communities we serve.

Because of today,  
a better tomorrow is possible

For health plan information, contact: 
Jaliel Amador 
Vice President, Public Sector 
jaliel_amador@uhc.com

Thank you, 
LAYC, for your 
commitment to 
transforming lives! 
We got you!
We are a proud supporter of this year’s gala and 
join LAYC in investing in our District community 
youth and their futures!

To learn more about MedStar Family Choice 
District of Columbia, visit our website at 
www.medstarfamilychoicedc.com

It’s how we treat people.
This program is funded in part 
by the Government of the 
District of Columbia Department 
of Health Care Finance.

Becker is proud to support

Latin American  
Youth Center’s  

2023 Gala
as they continue to empower and 
help empower and help youths

achieve a successful transition to 
adulthood through youth centers, 

school-based sites, and public 
charter schools in the District of 
Columbia and Maryland’s Prince 

George’s and Montgomery Counties.

beckerlawyers.com

Amanda Wood
awood@beckerlawyers.com



Thank you LAYC for helping keep our 

community, youth and families strong.

W H Y  W E  L O V E  L A Y C
M e g  &  J o h n  H a u g e

 
" S o m e t i m e s  a l l  y o u  h e a r  a b o u t  i s  t h e  h a t e

 b u t  t h e r e  i s  m o r e  l o v e  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  t h a n  y o u
c o u l d  p o s s i b l e  i m a g i n e . "

T h e  H o r s e
 

" T h e  B o y ,  t h e  M o l e ,  t h e  F o x  a n d  t h e  H o r s e "  b y
C h a r l i e  M a c k e s y  ( m y  f a v o r i t e  r e a d )  e x p l o r e s

m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  e m o t i o n s :  c o u r a g e ,  l o v e ,
t r u t h ,  f e a r  &  e s p e c i a l l y  k i n d n e s s   

 
L A Y C  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e s e .   I t  h e l p s

p e o p l e  o f  a l l  a g e s  w i t h  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f
c h a l l e n g e s .   L A Y C  p r o v i d e  S O L U T I O N S  i n  a r e a s

o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  h e a l t h c a r e ,  f i n a n c e s  a n d
a c c e p t a n c e .   

 
T h a t  i s  w h y  w e  l o v e  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  &
s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  i t !

 
" A l w a y s  r e m e m b e r  y o u  m a t t e r ,  y o u ' r e

i m p o r t a n t  a n d  y o u  a r e  l o v e d ,  a n d  y o u  b r i n g
t o  t h i s  w o r l d  t h i n g s  n o  o n e  e l s e  c a n . "   

T h e  H o r s e



S o  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  g r e a t  w o r k
i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t
i m p a c t s  s o  m a n y  y o u t h .

T h a n k  y o u !

-  M a r q u e z  F a m i l y

Item #901 - Decadent Dinner Upgrade
Although tonight’s meal is delicious, your entire table can upgrade to a 
vanilla bean poached two pound lazy lobster with a buerre blanc, jumbo 
lump crabcake, remoulade sauce & center cut filet of beef, Béarnaise sauce, 
dauphinoise potatoes & fresh vegetables. Buen Provecho!

Rising collaboratively for our young neighbors.

www.NeighborsRising.org

Neighbors Rising

Celebrates LAYC, our youth,
families, and community!



Are you ready to set sail on the Chesapeake Bay? You can bid on a sailing 
adventure aboard SLY! This opportunity is perfect for beginners and 
experienced sailors alike and starts in Annapolis, Maryland. You can bring up 
to 6 of your loved ones for an evening or weekend afternoon sail (typically 
3-4 hours). The boat is a 44’ sloop and is prepared for racing offshore: in June 
2018, the boat took Line Honors in the Annapolis to Bermuda Race. The 
boat features full electronic instrumentation, navigation, autopilot, AIS, GPS, 
and can track the weather. After you set sail, there is plenty to do and see in 
Annapolis.  The boat is subject to waves and heeling motion and you should 
be in decent physical condition to hold yourself steady. Dress appropriately, as 
weather is a consideration and subject to change, while the boat is prepared 
for heavy conditions, we will reschedule if the weather looks rough. The boat 
has a head and comfort features below deck and will offer light snacks and 
drinks.  It is actively racing and the schedule will be mutually agreed upon, the 
offer expires at the end of September 2023. After you set sail, enjoy lunch or 
dinner with your loved ones at the Boatyard Bar and Grill in Annapolis. 

Donors: Bob Fox at Sly Sailing, Esperanza Lugo, and Boatyard Bar and Grill in 
Annapolis

Item #902 - Chesapeake Sail Experience Item #903 - Deep Creek Getaway

Clear your schedule for a 3 night lake getaway that you’ll never forget! Bid 
on this chance for you and a loved one to stay at cozy Suite Sunsets. Enjoy 
a gorgeous view of Deep Creek Lake and its surrounding mountains. Its 
amenities include an indoor pool, washer and dryer units, a firepit, a deck with 
a dining table, a patio with furniture and a gas grill, and dock and lake access. 
Suite Sunsets sleeps 8 privately,  but up to 10 people total with 3 bedrooms 
(1 King,1 Queen, and 2 bunk beds), a loft with a pullout couch, and 3 full 
bathrooms. The wood paneling and cabin-like decor will make for a wonderful 
getaway right here in the DMV area. Come and stay at your home away from 
home! Subject to availability between September 1, 2023 - April 30, 2024. The 
summer books fast and holidays are generally blocked for family use. Also 
includes a $200 Visa gift card to spend on dining or entertainment. 

Donors: Kendall Holbrook & Shari Thomas



Item #904 - Solitude in Aruba!
Enjoy five days and four nights at Solitude.n.Aruba 
condo property. Enjoy this modern condominium 
with two bedrooms (sleeps four), two baths, and 
ample closet space in the happy island of Aruba. 
Located in the Harbour House, an ultra-sleek, 
modern building with a 24-hour doorman and 
incredible views of the marina and ocean, this 
luxury condominium community  features its 
own restaurant, bar, pool, gym and private hot 
tubs. Whether cooking in the kitchen, sunning on 
the patio, swimming in a sparkling infinity pool 
overlooking the sea, or relaxing in the privacy of 
your bedroom, the sounds and colors of Aruba 
are all around you. High-end shopping, including 
Louis Vuitton, Gucci, Bvlgari and Breitling, 
are steps away from your front door. Bars, 
restaurants, and upscale nightlife are all within 
walking distance. Enjoy your mornings watching 
the sunrise from your bedroom or balcony, and 
spend a day feeding flamingos, snorkeling with 
dolphins, or never leaving the building. Rejuvenate 
in Aruba.

Expires April 30, 2024 - Cannot be used for major 
holidays - Christmas/ New Year’s / Thanksgiving.

Donor: Vee Solomon

Item #905 - Beyonce Concert Tickets

Looking for a fabulous night of dancing and fun? We’re giving you the 
opportunity to snag two tickets to one of Beyonce’s most anticipated concert 
tours to date. Beyonce is a generational talent like no other, and you don’t 
want to miss this exclusive opportunity to see this household name live and in 
concert. Tickets are for an August 6th performance at 7:00pm at FedEx Field 
in Landover, Maryland. Comes with an $150 Uber gift card so you can arrive at 
the show in style. Prepare to be dazzled by Queen Bey! 

Sunday, August 6 at 7:00 pm 
FedExField – Landover, Maryland

Donors: Anonymous and Shari Thomas



Item #906 - Madonna Concert Tickets in 
Las Vegas!
Now is your chance to bid on two tickets (plus travel!) for the highly-
anticipated, sold-out Madonna concert in Las Vegas. Have an up-close 
and personal experience with the queen of pop, and revisit her iconic 
songs that changed music forever. Madonna is known for her high-energy 
shows, elaborate stage productions, and incredible performances: these 
exclusive, in-demand tickets are your pass to a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
Whether you’re a die-hard fan or just looking for a night of unforgettable 
entertainment, these tickets are the perfect way to experience Madonna at 
her very best. Tickets are for an October 7th performance at 8:30pm at the 
T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas, and comes with a $500 gift card for Southwest 
Airlines to ensure you travel in style. Package also includes a two-night stay in 
a MGM Grand Resort Room and dinner for two at any MGM Grand restaurant 
(up to $250; gratuity & alcohol not included). Reservations are subject to 
availability and please note blackout dates do apply.   Not valid on holidays. 
Certificate valid through May 2024. Don’t miss your chance to let your body 
move to the music. Find your vogue. 

Saturday, October 7 at 8:30 pm  
T-Mobile Arena – Las Vegas, Nevada

Donors: Simon Fairclough, John Gotche and MGM

Item #907 - Nationals Game in the 
Capital One Corporate Suite
Get your week started by spending a fun night with loved ones at the May 
23 Nationals vs. Padres game! Enjoy your stay in a Capital One VIP Suite in 
Nationals Park, with an exclusive event package including 16 tickets, a catering 
menu of assorted food, snacks, and beverages. Go Nats! 

Wednesday, May 23 at 7:05 PM  
Nationals vs. Padres

Donor: Capital One

VS



Item #908 - Adirondack Home Getaway

Located on Trout Lake in Diamond Point, New 
York, this home features four bedrooms, four 
baths, a gourmet kitchen, a great room, den, 
game room,  four fireplaces and a newly-added 
eight seat hot tub. The home’s wrap-around 
decks provide lovely views of the lake, while 
hiking trails, mountain-biking, apple-picking, 
and leaf-peeping are a short drive away. Enjoy 
a lovely dinner or a round of golf at the luxury 
Sagamore Resort on Lake George; listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places and a 
recipient of the prestigious AAA Four Diamond 
Award. The resort’s championship golf-course, 
designed by Donald Ross, has stunning views of 
the lake and was named one of the “Best Golf 
Resorts In The Americas” by Golf Digest in 2016. 
Includes a one week (seven day) stay. 

Availability: Fall 2024

Donors: Elizabeth and Chet Burrell

Item #909 - Rancho La Puerta Wellness & 
 		       Resort Spa
Enjoy a seven-night stay for two at Rancho La Puerta 
Wellness Resort & Spa, voted the “World’s Best 
International Destination Spa” by readers of Travel 
+ Leisure magazine in 2021. Located just 45 miles 
southeast of the city of San Diego, the world’s first 
fitness resort rests in the embrace of sacred Mt. 
Kuchumaa’s foothills. Enjoy the panoramic sights while 
walking or hiking on 4,000 private acres of rolling 
terrain.

A fitness program led by a team of expert instructors 
features more than 60 different classes per week, 
including yoga, HIIT, strength and conditioning, and 
water aerobics. Personal services at the spa’s three 
health centers include a wide range of massages, 
facials, herbal wraps, and body treatments. Choose 
from a variety of semi-vegetarian dishes as well as fresh 
seafood from the port of Ensenada, Baja California.

This includes accommodations for two, all meals and 
snacks, all scheduled fitness classes and activities, 
lectures, and entertainment, use of all facilities, and 
scheduled transportation from San Diego Airport. Stay 
must be during months of July through December.

Cooking classes, spa treatments, personal training 
sessions, and therapies, such as cranial-sacral and 
chiropractic, are not included in the donation. 

Donor: Rancho La Puerta



Item #910 - South African Safari for Two
Spend six nights (standard room) for two people at the Zulu Nyala Heritage 
Safari Lodge or the Tented Safari Lodge in the KwaZulu-Natal province of 
South Africa. Three meals per day (breakfast, lunch, dinner) and two game 
viewings per day on Zulu Nyala Game Reserve are also included.

The Heritage Safari Lodge offers buffet-style meals in the restaurant and 
has a wide, welcoming veranda, a bar, and a library. Experience the relaxing 
atmosphere and share good times and conviviality. Be sure to keep an eye out 
for the impala, nyala, warthog, zebra, blesbok, and Zulu nguni cattle that roam 
freely on the property. The Tented Safari Lodge has a tennis court, a games 
room, a bar, and reading lounges to ensure that there’s always something to 
do. 

The package does not include airfare, airport transfer, drinks, laundry services, 
and extra excursions. Trip is valid for two years from the date of purchase and 
is non-refundable. 

Donor: Zulu Nyala Game Reserve, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.

Live Auction
To bid, use the bidder number assigned to you at registration. This bidder number is used to 
identify and track your purchases. The auctioneer will acknowledge the highest bidder at the 
conclusion of bidding for each item.

General Information
Latin American Youth Center has endeavored to describe items and services correctly, but 
everything is sold as is. Some items may have restrictions or other qualifications that may affect 
their value or use. Purchasers are bound by the restrictions specified by the donors. Please note 
that items included in this program are subject to change, and additional items may be added to 
the auction. 

LAYC reserves the right to remove any item from the auction at any time and uses his best 
judgment to ensure that all gifts or items comply with applicable local and federal laws. All sales 
are final. There will be no exchanges or refunds on any auction item, except when specified. No 
warranties are made with respect to the value or quality of merchandise or services auctioned. 
Payments can be made by cash, check, American Express, VISA, MasterCard, or Discover at 
checkout. All physical items must be picked up at the end of the auction. 

Latin American Youth Center is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue code. According to IRS regulations, your purchase may be tax deductible to 
the extent that purchase price exceeds the fair market value of the item. Please consult your tax 
professional for additional details.

Auction Policies

Item #911 - Make a Difference
This is your opportunity to Make a Difference in the lives of underserved 
youth in the Washington, DC, area. 

This is a 100% tax-deductible donation!

Your donation will support LAYC’s high-quality, multilingual, culturally 
sensitive programs that prepare youth of all backgrounds to pursue their 
educational goals, learn new skills, and become successful adults regardless of 
immigration status.



1Private and Confidential

Client Solutions 
through Partnership
ATLAS SP Partners is a global investment firm providing 
stable capital, financing, advisory and institutional 
products to market participants seeking innovative and 
bespoke structured credit and asset backed solutions. 
We’re proud to build upon a legacy of client excellence 
that includes certainty of execution, deep expertise and 
full-service capabilities across the asset management 
landscape.

is proud to support Latin American 
Youth Center

For more information, visit aattllaass--sspp..ccoomm

www.GPS-Partners.com

Conception-to-Completion
Project Advising

Helping clients
understand and solve
challenges with their

occupied facilities.

 

Rick and Diana England  
& Madison Wealth Management  

Celebrate  

Latin American Youth Center! 
  
 
 

Your Trust, Invested Wisely™ 

 

Providing customized financial planning and  

investment management expertise since 2000.  

madisonadvisors.com 

To all that we serve,  
we pledge to keep you well.



DoorDash is pleased to support
Latin American Youth Center

DJ GIOVANNI

DJ GIOVANNI

JEFFREY GIOVANNI PRATHER

JEFFREY GIOVANNI PRATHER

(240)-460-9981
fnkywrm@gmail.com

@djgiovanniDC

Over 20 years experience, open format music programming

Professional DJ Services
Nightclubs, bars, lounges, corporate, fundraiser and school events

EXPERTS IN STAFFING
As experts in bringing top talent 
to non-profit organizations, we at 
Chisholm Consulting understand 
that each team member is vital to the 
organization’s success.  We cover all 
aspects of non-profit recruiting - from 
Accounting/Finance, Administration, 
HR, Development, Membership, etc.  
We can help you build the strong 
team that will fulfill your mission.

MIA CHISHOLM, President
(301) 996-9275

A Woman Owned Business



Business Conference Center MLK, Jr.  
Memorial Library  

901 G St. NW

Empowering Small Business  
to Thrive in a New Reality

Information, tools, and resources to succeed  
in a challenging environment

• Access to Capital
• Networking Opportunities

• Cutting Edge Seminars
• Latest Business Trends

2023

Tuesday, May 2 • 8:00am - 2:00pm

INVEST IN YOUR BUSINESS  
REGISTER NOW 

DCHealthLink.com/powerupdc2023

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

 Small Business Summit

Montgomery College  
congratulates  

Latin American Youth Center 
for more than 50 years of service 

to young people in the 
Washington metropolitan area.

montgomerycollege.edu



Judi and Mark Morris-

PROUD TO
SUPPORT
LAYC!

P l e a s e  e m a i l :  f o s t e r d c @ l a y c - d c . o r g  
C a l l :  2 0 2 - 6 0 7 - 7 6 2 2
V i s i t :  l a y c - d c . o r g / f o s t e r - c a r e

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  :

M U S T  B E  A  R E S I D E N T  O F  D . C .  O R  M D
H A V E  A N  E X T R A  B E D R O O M  F O R  T H E
C H I L D
H A V E  R E A L I S T I C  E X P E C T A T I O N S  A N D  T H E
W I L L I N G N E S S  T O  G A I N  T H E  C H I L D ' S
T R U S T
A  D E S I R E  T O  R E U N I T E  F A M I L I E S  A N D
W O R K  W I T H  O U R  T E A M

B A S I C  R E Q U I R E M E N T S :

Consider Becoming a Foster Parent with the
Latin American Youth Center (LAYC)

W A N T  T O  M A K E  A
D I F F E R E N C E  I N  A  C H I L D ' S

L I F E ?



CCaassttlleeOOaakk  SSeeccuurriittiieess,,  LL..PP..

3 World Financial Center
200 Vesey Street, 4th floor

New York, NY 10281

CastleOak Securities, L.P
(646) 521-6700

www.castleoaklp.com

Latin American Youth Center

Gala 2023

is proud to be a sponsor of the

A Spanish Immersion 
prepared environment 
that provides children, 

ages 3 to 8, with 
creative invitations to 
develop their original 
thinking through the 

arts!

Spanish Atelier
Summer Sessions

June 26 - August 21

To enroll visit:

www.brillandodc.com

Bayne LLC salutes LAYC for
all the great work that you
have done and continue to

do in the community

Anthony Hales
President and Chief Executive Officer

Bayne, LLC

Proud to help build
a better tomorrow.
Citi recognizes the work of Capital One and
Latin American Youth Center and those
who work together to build a better tomorrow.

© 2023 Citigroup Inc. All rights reserved.
Citi and Citi with Arc Design are registered service marks of Citigroup Inc.



$10 $20

$50 $100

can cover art
therapy supplies for

a youth receiving
mental health

support

can cover the cost of
a youth's

professional
certification exams 

can cover new
backpacks for our
youth to utilize in

the upcoming
school year

can provide food for
a youth for a year

per month

L A Y C  m o n t h l y  d o n o r s  a r e  c r e a t i n g  a
f u t u r e  w h e r e  a l l  y o u t h  h a v e  t h e  s k i l l s

a n d  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y
t r a n s i t i o n  i n t o  a d u l t h o o d !

per month

per month per month

To become a monthly hero to our youth, scan
the QR code or set up your recurring donation
at www.layc-dc.org/heroes. 

To learn more, contact LAYC’s Development
Team at giving@layc-dc.org.

Become a Hero!



Design by: Cristian Gajardo
Copyright © 2023 Latin American Youth Center

LAYC has been an anchor for communities of color in 
Washington, D.C., and in Maryland’s Prince George’s and 
Montgomery Counties for over 50 years. As a grassroots 
organization founded by Latino and immigrant youth in 
1968, LAYC’s mission is to empower a diverse population 
of youth to achieve a successful transition to adulthood 
through multicultural, comprehensive, and innovative 

programs that address all youths’ social, academic, and 
career needs.

Printing services provided by:

LAYC would like to thank the following for making our 2023 Gala a great success:

Latin American Youth Center 
1419 Columbia Road, NW  •  Washington, DC 20009 

202.319.2225  •  www.layc-dc.org  •  Contact: giving@layc-dc.org

Use #LAYCGala2023 to follow and share on social media!

 @laycdc            @thelayc             @laycdc            @laycdc               @laycdc

Max Aviles
Jeremy Booth 

Simon Fairclough 
Cristian Gajardo
 Carmen Galves

Abrar Eltahir
Derek Hopkins
Melanie Kabia

Eventos Especiales
Gala 2023 Host Committee 

Gala 2023 LAYC Ambassadors
LAYC Board of Directors 

LAYC Development and Communications Team
LAYC Grants Team

LAYC IT Team
Panelists

Linn Shapiro
Vee Solomon

Safeway
The Gary Rosenthal Collection 

Washington Hilton


